One hundred patients with acute ruptures of the lateral ligaments of the ankle were randomly allocated either to conservative treatment in a plaster cast or to operative repair. With the aid of stress tenography, the extent of the injury was established.
There in each group. The groups were closely matched for age, sex, the incidence of minor avulsion fractures of the tip of the lateral malleolus, and talar tilt (Table I) . At three months a substantial number of patients still had minor symptoms (Table III) ; these were more numerous in the conservatively treated group. However, examination revealed that operative repair was associated with a higher incidence of restricted movement of the ankle and subtalar joints, the most marked difference being in the range of subtalar inversion (Table IV) . had both problems (Table  V) . The total 
